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with an undue bias in one or other direction. The
present writer yields to none in his reverence for the finest
work of Shelley the'poet, while Shelley the man has ever
attracted his affectionate sympathy and admiration. At
the same time, he neither feels called upon to admire all
that Shelley wrote and did, nor to omit recognition of the
fact that the poet and the man acted often antagonistically
to each other, as if, indeed, each were a distinct identity,
united by no other bond than a literary partnership.

It is my main endeavour in this short life of Shelley
to avoid all misstatement and exaggeration; to give as
real a narrative of his life, from the most reliable sources^
as lies within my power; to recount without detailed
criticism and as simply and concisely as practicable, the
record of his poetic achievements. To this end I shall
chiefly rely on anecdote and explanatory detail, on poems
and passages noteworthy for their autobiographical or
idiosyncratic value, and on indisputable facts. I have no
ambition to do otherwise than follow in the footsteps of
prior biographers of the poet; in a book of such limited
dimensions as this it would, be unreasonable to expect
more than a condensation of all really important material*
Indeed, since the recent publication of Professor Dow*
den's memorable work, there is nd possibility of room for
another biography on a more ample scale. The present
monograph is little more than a precipitate of that and-
other invaluable works which have preceded it.

.   There were strange rumours perturbing the minds and
consciences of men at the; season of the birth of Percyrepared to find many readerstted records ofly, 1882, Shelley
